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Forget prom or 
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years of many high schoolers. B1 
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Paid sick 
leave is 
back in 


spotlight 


Coronavirus outbreak 
brings state’s history of 
blocking laws into focus 


By CHABELI CARRAZANA 
AND CAROLINE GLENN 


As the spread of the novel co- 
ronavirus continues to deepen the 
chasm of income inequality across 
America, one subject Central Flor- 
ida understands intimately has 
risen to take a more prominent 
place in the national discourse: 
Paid sick leave. 

Eight years ago, the question 
about whether to mandate that 
employers in Central Florida’s 
hospitality-driven economy offer 
their workers paid time off from 
work in the case of illness was at 
the center of one of the largest 
controversies this region has seen 
in recent memory. 

At the time, a coalition of advo- 
cacy groups collected 50,000 sig- 
natures to get a sick leave policy 
that would have given workers a 
maximum of 56 hours offa year on 
the 2012 ballot. But text messages 
exchanged before and during the 
Orange County Commission 
meeting to decide the measure’s 
fate revealed that lobbyists for 
businesses including Walt Disney 
World and Olive Garden-parent 
Darden Restaurants, as well as 
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A cleaning crew works at New 
York’s John F. Kennedy Interna- 
tional Airport on March 14. 


Theme-park 
fans miss 


Budget to get hit hard 


Some of the most affected industries are 
critical to bolstering Florida’s finances 


By JASON GARCIA 


Florida’s finances are about to 
get hit. Hard. 

That’s because some of the in- 
dustries that have been forced 
into near-complete shutdowns as 
part of the effort to slow the 
spread of the new coronavirus are 
also some of the same industries 
that Florida leans upon most 
heavily to prop up the state 
budget. 

Restaurants, hotels and admis- 
sions — from venues like theme 
parks, movie theaters and sport- 
ing events — account for 20 per- 
cent of state sales tax collections, 
according to data from the Flor- 


ida Department of Revenue. 

And the economic shock from 
COVID~-19 has already radiated 
far beyond tourism and hospital- 
ity businesses. Commercial land- 
lords, the state’s fourth-largest 
source of sales tax receipts, have 
seen tenants stop paying rent as 
some businesses scramble to stay 
solvent. Many clothing retailers, 
the state’s 10th-largest source of 
sales taxes, have closed indefi- 
nitely. 

Car sales — the single biggest 
source of Florida sales tax — have 
plummeted, said Frank White, a 
former Republican state law- 
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The Skyliner stands empty of cars at Disney’s Hollywood Studios. 
Theme parks are a significant source of sales tax revenue, and with 
extended closures, Florida is beginning to feel the economic shock. 


“There’s no work, so there’s no money, and there’s no place to 
wash our clothes. So that’s how you feel — like we’re dogs.” 


Athina Lyons, who survives on a small disability check 
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A homeless woman pushes a cart laden with her possessions in downtown Orlando on Friday. 


GRIEF FOR 
HOMELESS 


For those living on the streets, pandemic is devastating 


By KATE SANTICH 


— like a dog,” said Lyons, 46, who survives on a 
small disability check. “There’s no work, so 


Experts 
say home 


market 
unlike ’08 
Economists, real estate 


agents optimistic about 
impact of coronavirus 


By CAROLINE GLENN 


Two weeks ago, before the nov- 
el coronavirus began to spread 
throughout the United States and 
into Central Florida, real estate in 
Orlando was booming. Home 
sales were up, prices had been 
steadily increasing and a record- 
low inventory showed strong de- 
mand for home buying. 

But now, as more local cases of 
COVID-19 are reported and the 
city recoils into social distancing, 
the impact on Orlando’s housing 
market is uncertain. A global re- 
cession seems inevitable, most 
experts say, and each day the out- 
look changes. 

Economists and realtors don’t 
know exactly what will happen to 
Orlando’s housing market in the 
coming months. But most were 
optimistic that the impact won’t 
be nearly as drastic as the finan- 
cial and housing crises in 2008. 

“We just took a punch in the 
face just like everybody else ... but 
it’s not 2008 by any means,” Char- 
lie Orden, chief executive officer 
and broker at RE/MAX Town 
Centre, said, pointing to the more 
rigorous regulations put in place 
following the housing crisis. 
“There’s more protection. In 


attractions, 
get creative 


there’s no money, and there’s no place to wash 
our clothes. So that’s how you feel — like we’re 
dogs.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been life-alter- 
ing for most everyone, but for the region’s 


he temperature is climbing toward 
90 degrees as Athina Lyons sits on 
a curb by a mobile shower trailer, 
waiting for her first opportunity to 
bathe in five days. With the spread 


2008, the banks were financing 
up to 106% of the purchase price, 
and today they’re not doing that. 
They’re stricter on getting financ- 


What if you went to of coronavirus, the Orlando hotel where she homeless population — especially those living He facile eagle aor ls, 
Disney every day, and had stayed since March 1 shuttered last week- on the streets and in the woods — it has been “a niversity of C nek ica da 


end, leaving her to sleep in a field and use 
whatever open restroom facilities she can find. 
“And when I can’t, I have to go in the bushes 


devastating. economist Sean Snaith and Zil- 


suddenly it was closed? e i 
low economist Jeff Tucker said 
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There are no dramatic roller- 
coaster plunges, mind-bending 


spins, big musical numbers or | ADDITIONAL COVERAGE OF THE CORONAVIRUS INSIDE YOUR NATION, 

Dole Whips inside Central Flori- YOUR WORLD 
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solace and hope. A16 

E MARKETS: Investors who can 
withstand the Wall Street’s 
dramatic plunge these past 


Connecticut from traveling. A3 
E GLOBAL: Infections topped 

640,000 as new cases stacked 
up in Europe and the U.S.; world 


doors during the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

That isn’t always easy for a fan 
base accustomed to daily access to 


Hit late Saturday evening caus- 
ing widespread panic in parts of 
country’s Sulawesi island. A4 


happy ae . biker far-flung leaders dig in for along fight weeks should stay the course, Taliban attacks amid 
visitors Cream Of vacationing, against the pandemic. A3 financial planners advise. B1 ° ° 
“Pm not going to lie and say that z k - growing virus threat 


E FLORIDA: Gov. DeSantisina 
news conference Saturday said 
the state would soon be setting 
up a checkpoint on l-95 to 
screen New York-area drivers. A7 


E Q&A: Answers to some com- 
monly asked questions about 
making social choices during the 
outbreak, such as, “Can it spread 
via mosquito bites?” A9 


E 911: As much of day-to-day life 
has been transformed, law 
enforcement has seen a drop in 
calls and local jails have seena 
decrease in new bookings. B1 


E NEWSLETTER: Get up-to- 
the-minute coverage at Orlando 
Sentinel.com. Subscribe to our 
health newsletter at Orlando 
Sentinel.com/newsletter. 


Pm not bummed because the 
parks have become such a source 
of relief for me,” says Monet 
Massa-Sena, an annual passh- 
older at Walt Disney World, Uni- 
versal Orlando and SeaWorld Or- 
lando theme parks. She moved to 
Orlando eight years ago. 


Insurgents launched assaults 
in Afghanistan as diplomats 
worked to revive peace plan. A4 


Aide to MLK, civil 
rights leader dead 


Rev. Joseph E. Lowery, who gave 
benediction at Obama’s inaugu- 
ration, passed away at 98. A12 
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A RIDES: SeaWorld’s latest 
investment is frozen at a stand- 
still. Fully built, the Ice Breaker 
has its trains on the track, but no 
employees are testing it. A8 
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